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Oaks. Barking of oak coppices is compulsory for tanning
(Decree of February 8, 1941).
Again, the gathering of acorns for cattle food, originally simply
recommended (Le Temps., October 17, 1940), has been made
compulsory, like the gathering of chestnuts (Law published
May 30, 1941).
Oils. The importance of oils is very great, as much for human
food as for industry and transport and cattle-feeding (oil-cake).
Now France, which was a foremost producer of oil-yielding
materials, has allowed this branch of production to fall away.
Over a period of about a century the cultivation of colza has
fallen from 200,000 hectares to 30,000, of flax from 250,000 to
20,000, of the oil-poppy from 25,000 to 1000. Along with Italy
and Spain, France remains in the first rank of olive-growing, but
olives cannot supply all requirements and their cultivation cannot
be expanded rapidly. Two laws published on November 26,
1940, and two laws of December 31, 1940, nevertheless imposed
regulations on the felling of olive-trees and the olive harvest, olive
production and trade, and the work of the crushing-mills. A law
published on May 24, 1941, instituted a system of bounties for
olive-growing.
It was to make up for the stoppage of imports that the
Government ordered the collection of beech nuts and horse chest-
nuts, and also the recovery of grape pips from the marc. But
these measures remained very inadequate. From August 1940 the
Secretary of State for Agriculture had exhorted farmers to devote
themselves to growing colza and other oil-yielding plants, "which
would prove profitable " (Communique of August 2 3, 1940). Not
long after he gave orders that a new purchase of industrial oil
could be made only on proving that the waste oil had been re-
covered to the extent of one kilogramme for every two and a half
kilogrammes (Decree published September 19, 1940).
But it was a law of April 25, 1941 (A.rreU d* application published
May 8, 1941), that really organized the control of vegetable oils.
By virtue of this law a joint association of oil producers (olives,
walnuts, rape, colza, mustard seed, hempseed, etc.) brought
together growers, industrialists, users, and processers.
The law stipulates further that for a period of five years the
price of colza seed, fixed by joint ministerial order, may not be less
than the legal price of wheat multiplied by 1-75.
However, we must not be under any great illusion as to the
effectiveness of this last measure; to satisfy the country's require-
ments of oils it would be necessary to put down a million hectares
of good soil to colza and sacrifice a certain amount of other crops,
particularly wheat and sugar-beet.